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1. 

Ensuring continuous 
effectiveness of protected 
areas in conserving 
habitats and species while 
facing intensifying drivers 
of biodiversity loss 
HORIZON-CL6-2026-01-
BIODIV-04 
 
 
 
 

 

Expected Outcome: 
Project results are expected to contribute to all the following expected 
outcomes: 

• the effectiveness of the protection of habitats and species in protected 
areas is maintained even under intensifying impacts of the drivers of 
biodiversity loss, including climate change, thanks to an improved 
understanding of how they affect the conservation status of the protected 
habitats and species, for the benefit of society; 

• managers of protected areas are able to anticipate the future impacts of 
drivers of biodiversity loss and can take better informed decisions for the 
protection of terrestrial, freshwater and/or marine habitats and species. 

Scope: 
Protected areas are key to ensure the conservation of species and habitats. 
However, the intensification of the main drivers of biodiversity loss is 
raising questions on how their effectiveness will be maintained in the future. 
Proposals should: 

• analyse trends over time of the effects of drivers of biodiversity loss and 
their possible cumulative impacts. Direct drivers (changing use of sea 
and land, direct exploitation of organisms, climate change, pollution and 
invasive alien species) and indirect drivers should be considered, 
including socio-economic related ones; 

• develop predictive tools to anticipate how the intensity of impacts will 
develop in the medium and long terms, taking into account relevant 
possible cumulative impacts; 

• assess expected future impacts on the conservation status of protected 
habitats and species in protected areas; 

• assess whether novel adaptive approaches for protection are needed and 
if so, explore options, possibly building on results of relevant LIFE 
projects and on the experience of climate refugia (areas where 
ecosystems sustain stability and resilience despite climate change) and 
of bright spots (where targeted conservation actions, climate adaptation 
strategies, or natural resilience mechanisms mitigate biodiversity loss). 
Assess the opportunity to rely on (new) practices such as assisted 
migration; 

• define best practices and test innovative management approaches of 
protected areas, with performance indicators. To assess the 
effectiveness of management approaches, projects should build on 
methods and indicators developed under LIFE PAME Europe. Proposals 
should address various types of protected areas and assess how the 
results might be transposable; 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/horizon-cl6-2026-01-biodiv-04
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/horizon-cl6-2026-01-biodiv-04
https://www.europarc.org/about-us/europarc-projects/life-pame-europe/
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• consider the need for long-term ecological monitoring of protected 
habitats and species, provide recommendations and consider possible 
options for such long-term monitoring; 

• involve public authorities and/or entities which manage protected areas, 
and civil society organisations to ensure that the processes and 
outcomes of the R&I align with the needs, including for policy 
implementation, and values and expectations of society. 

Proposals should address research field A: terrestrial biodiversity and 
ecosystems or research field B: marine biodiversity and ecosystems. Both 
research fields may include freshwater ecosystems. The research field (A or 
B) should be clearly indicated on the application. 
 
This topic requires the effective contribution of SSH disciplines and the 
involvement of SSH experts, institutions as well as the inclusion of relevant 
SSH expertise, in order to produce meaningful and significant effects 
enhancing the societal impact of the related research activities. 
 
Proposals should foresee appropriate resources to ensure close cooperation 
with the EC Knowledge Centre for Biodiversity (KCBD) and its Science 
Service, and ensure cooperation with the European partnership Biodiversa+ 

 
Termen limită 

/Buget proiect/buget apel 
17 September 2026/6,5 mil Euros/13 mil.Euros 

 
2. 

Boosting agrobiodiversity 
for food security and 
sustainable 
competitiveness 
HORIZON-CL6-2026-01-
BIODIV-06 

Expected Outcome: 
Project results are expected to contribute to all of the following expected 
outcomes: 

• land managers, farmers, foresters, agri-businesses (including SMEs), 
and policy makers gain access to practical knowledge of clear 
demonstrations of benefits and trade-offs associated with biologically 
diversifying their agroecosystem; 

• farmers, land managers and foresters are incentivised and rewarded for 
implementing practices that improve agrobiodiversity, leading to higher 
incomes and long-term sustainability and resilience of agriculture, 
greater food security, competitiveness, and healthier ecosystems; 

• enhanced capabilities for farmers to store, process, and market their 
diverse raw materials and products, derived from greater 
agrobiodiversity, while improving their market access and 
strengthening their position within the value chain. 

Scope: 
Genetic erosion poses a significant threat to agricultural resilience, as 
genetic diversity is crucial for crops to withstand environmental stresses 
such as climate variations, pests, and diseases. As the global population 
grows, the demand for increased food production often drives large-scale 
agriculture, which compromises biodiversity and long-term productivity. 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/horizon-cl6-2026-01-biodiv-06
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/horizon-cl6-2026-01-biodiv-06


   

3 
 

                                                                                                                 

Informare privind  apelurile deschise 

în Programul Horizon Europe,  

WP 9 Food, Bioeconomy, Natural Resources, Agriculture and Environment                  

                                  Iunie 2026 

  

 
Nr.
crt. 

Apel Descriere 

Proposals should: 
 

• quantify the contribution of agrobiodiversity (including soil 
microorganisms), mainly at parcel/farm level, considering both species 
abundance and composition, and its economic impact, in particular in 
regard to food security, such as yield stability, nutritional quality, 
nutrient cycling and resilience to pests and diseases; 

• develop solutions and strategies to scale successful agrobiodiversity 
practices tailored to local, regional and national levels to strengthen 
farmers’ financial position in adopting more diversified production 
systems; 

• test how instruments for mobilising private finance, such as nature 
credits, could enhance the competitiveness of farmers, foresters and 
other land managers, including by opening up new opportunities of 
income; 

• build on and develop a decision support tool analysing the risk of 
diversifying production systems, in terms of yield, marketability, pricing, 
pests and diseases, hazard assessment of adverse organisms, genes and 
chemicals, and more, to assist farmers, breeders and agribusinesses in 
farm diversification; 

• provide recommendation for farmers, breeders, agricultural 
organizations, and agribusinesses for risk mitigation in adoption of wider 
varieties and marketability of non-conventional crops and local breeds 
produced in lower volumes; 

• define and evaluate the costs of farm diversification, in terms of labour 
and management complexity, and explore how these may be offset via 
lower costs of external inputs. Identify behavioural determinants in 
different socio-economic and cultural contexts to adoption of biodiversity 
friendly practices; 

• explore pathways for the valorisation of products, including tailored food 
processing and storage, relevant risk assessments for new 
methods/varieties, and strengthened collaboration with food industries. 

 
Termen limită 

/Buget proiect/buget apel 
17 September 2026/6 mil Euros/12 mil.Euros 

3. 

Understanding and 
tackling the decline of 
insects 
HORIZON-CL6-2026-01-
BIODIV-01 

Expected Outcome: 
 
Project results are expected to contribute to all of the following expected 
outcomes: 
 
researchers better understand the status and population trends of insect 
species and the drivers of their decline; 
competent authorities in charge of biodiversity policies at all levels are 
capable of taking informed decisions, based on better understanding and 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-CL6-2026-01-BIODIV-01?keywords=HORIZON-CL6-2026&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502,31094503&programmePeriod=2021%20-%202027&frameworkProgramme=43108390&order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=relevance
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-CL6-2026-01-BIODIV-01?keywords=HORIZON-CL6-2026&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502,31094503&programmePeriod=2021%20-%202027&frameworkProgramme=43108390&order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=relevance
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valuation of socioeconomic benefits and ecological importance of insects, 
including for climate action; 
society and relevant land managers are better informed and equipped to 
tackle the drivers of the decline of insects. 
Scope: 
Insects play a vital role contributing to ecosystem functions in addition to 
pollination, such as decomposition and nutrient cycles, soil formation 
(including carbon sequestration) and pest control, control functions 
essential for maintaining ecosystem complexity, and are an indispensable 
part of the food chain. 
Successful proposals are expected to: 

• improve understanding and identification of insects’ diversity, including 
through genomic approaches; 

• focus on less known insect groups. In particular a solid knowledge has 
already been generated regarding pollination and pollinating insects 
through past and ongoing projects, therefore they are not expected to be 
subject to new research under this topic; 

• assess the status and trends of insects and analyse multiple drivers 
affecting them, as well as the ecosystem services that insects provide, at 
different spatial scales. A comprehensive integrative taxonomy approach 
should be adopted, incorporating a multidisciplinary framework, 
including ecology and ecotoxicology, and integrating methods that 
address the diverse needs of insects across their entire lifecycle, ensuring 
the identification of essential habitat resources at each stage of 
development. To assess the status and trends of insects and the 
effectiveness of strategies, proposals should develop and test approaches 
for long-term monitoring schemes for insects, possibly building on 
existing national or EU biodiversity monitoring schemes and pilots 
developed by Biodiversa+; 

• devise, test and promote effective strategies to mitigate the major drivers 
of insects’ decline. Analyse the ecosystem functions underpinned by 
insects and undertake qualitative and quantitative valuation of 
ecosystem services emanating from those functions; 

• explore how to implement ecosystem protection and restoration 
practises and actions that are beneficial for insects. 

Proposals should foresee appropriate resources to ensure close cooperation 
with the EC Knowledge Centre for Biodiversity (KCBD) and its Science 
Service and with other projects that work on understanding drivers of 
biodiversity decline. 
International cooperation is encouraged. 

 Termen limită 
/Buget proiect/buget apel 

17 September 2026/6,5 mil Euros/13 mil.Euros 



   

5 
 

                                                                                                                 

Informare privind  apelurile deschise 

în Programul Horizon Europe,  

WP 9 Food, Bioeconomy, Natural Resources, Agriculture and Environment                  

                                  Iunie 2026 

  

 
Nr.
crt. 

Apel Descriere 

4. Developing methods to 
assess the presence, 
functions and sensitivity 
of groundwater 
ecosystems 
HORIZON-CL6-2026-01-
BIODIV-02 

Expected Outcome: 
 
 
Project results are expected to contribute to all of the following expected 
outcomes: 
 

• the knowledge of existing groundwater ecosystems[1] is improved, 
supporting policymakers and technical experts in assessments of their 
presence, functions and condition or status, and their role for climate 
change mitigation; 

• society benefits from enhanced knowledge and awareness of pollution 
and overexploitation risks to groundwater ecosystems and the ecosystem 
services provided by them, including of possible implications for other 
related ecosystems (associated aquatic and dependent terrestrial 
ecosystems) and for human health as well as for food and water security, 
disaster risk reduction and resilience building; 

• the EU water polices are supported with new scientific evidence and 
public authorities are better equipped for setting effective measures for 
the protection of groundwater biodiversity and their possible links to 
groundwater-dependent ecosystems. 

Scope: 
Significant knowledge gaps exist regarding groundwater ecosystems and 
their biodiversity in Europe, making it challenging to establish their effective 
protection. Proposals should address such gaps, which would ultimately 
lead to better protection of our precious drinking water resources, as well as 
groundwater biodiversity and geodiversity, but also groundwater (aquatic 
and terrestrial)-dependent ecosystems and biodiversity. 
 
More specifically proposals under this topic should include all of the 
following activities: 
 

• improve and develop innovative methods, including by utilising sensors 
(e.g. biosensors, remote sensors), for assessing and characterising 
groundwater ecosystems and their sensitivity, and identifying the 
presence and functions of different taxonomic groups and organisms; 

• establish harmonised, validated, and ultimately standardised, methods 
and generate reliable experimental data on acute and chronic effects for 
assessing ecotoxicity of pollutants as regards groundwater ecosystems 
and in particular sensitive/ vulnerable ecosystems, with the aim to 
prioritize substances and deriving groundwater standards to protect 
them; 

• identify a suite of biological and physico-chemical quality elements in 
view of a possible future assessment and classification of groundwater 
ecological status for inclusion in EU water legislation. This should 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-CL6-2026-01-BIODIV-02?keywords=HORIZON-CL6-2026&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502,31094503&programmePeriod=2021%20-%202027&frameworkProgramme=43108390&order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=relevance
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-CL6-2026-01-BIODIV-02?keywords=HORIZON-CL6-2026&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502,31094503&programmePeriod=2021%20-%202027&frameworkProgramme=43108390&order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=relevance
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include developing criteria and targets related to the temporary or long-
term impacts on groundwater ecosystems. 

Where relevant, activities should build and expand on the results of past and 
ongoing EU-funded projects and initiatives, for example projects funded by 
the co-funded partnership “Water4All”, with focus on groundwaters, to 
share experiences, reach synergies and avoid duplication. 
 
Proposals are encouraged to combine inter-disciplinary expertise and 
integrate perspectives from different governance levels. 
International cooperation with Mediterranean countries is encouraged. 

 Termen limită 
/Buget proiect/buget apel 

17 September 2026/10 mil Euros/5 mil.Euros 

5. Bio-based innovation in 
society: supporting the 
sustainable way of living 
HORIZON-CL6-2026-01-
CIRCBIO-10 

Expected Outcome: 
 
Project results are expected to contribute to all of the following expected 
outcomes: 
 

• advanced socio-economic transformation based on 
scientific/technological opportunities delivered by the bio-based sectors 
and bioeconomy. This will result in innovative bio-based products and 
services, supporting the more sustainable way of living (e.g. new socio-
economic models), higher circularity, affordability, resource efficiency, 
climate neutrality etc); 

• improved public understanding and engagement in bio-based innovation 
underpinned by scientific advances in life sciences and biotechnology; 

• better living conditions for individuals and communities, benefiting from 
less polluted ecosystems, via healthier, and environmentally sustainable 
products and services with a reduced carbon footprint and based on 
circular and bio-based solutions. 

Scope: 
 
The projects under this topic are relevant to the EU policies related to the 
European Commission communication on: Building the future with nature: 
Boosting Biotechnology and Biomanufacturing in the EU, the Strategy for 
European Life Sciences, the EU Biotech Act, Clean Industrial Deal and the 
policies related to the fair green transition (objective of not leaving anyone 
behind). It also contributes to the Start-ups and Scale-ups strategy. 
Synergies with activities under the Circular Bio-based Europe (CBE) Joint 
Undertaking and New European Bauhaus are encouraged. 
 
Proposals should address the following activities: 
 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-CL6-2026-01-CIRCBIO-10?keywords=HORIZON-CL6-2026&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502,31094503&programmePeriod=2021%20-%202027&frameworkProgramme=43108390&order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=relevance
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-CL6-2026-01-CIRCBIO-10?keywords=HORIZON-CL6-2026&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502,31094503&programmePeriod=2021%20-%202027&frameworkProgramme=43108390&order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=relevance
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• develop the innovative user-friendly bio-based products and/or services, 
underpinned by biotechnology and biomanufacturing approaches, to 
support the more sustainable applications with a clear societal benefit, 
such as less resource-intensive consumer goods, to reduce environmental 
and climate pressures. Foresee the necessary links with the digital 
technologies and tools (e.g., bioinformatics, AI, etc.); 

• assess the potential of new socio-economic models for circular and 
bio-based systems, integrating aspects of environmental justice, gender 
equality, diversity and social inclusion, as well as relevant international 
global best practice, via e.g. societal dialogue/innovation, social impact 
assessment, involvement and inputs from the social sciences and 
humanities (SSH); 

• include research and innovation activities to understand and increase the 
level of current public perception and acceptance, including the benefits 
/ risks, addressing the consumer perspective, market acceptance and 
understanding of the bio-based innovation, as well as delivering higher 
understanding of consumption patterns and social demands; 

• foresee the cooperation and feedback loops with industry and authorities, 
in respect to any new market solutions proposed. 

The multi-actor approach is encouraged. Proposals should involve SMEs – 
both as project beneficiaries or external actors - and offer opportunities to 
newcomers to Horizon Europe Cluster 6, as well as engage with the civil 
society stakeholders such as NGOs and consumer organisations to advance 
scale-up and facilitate future market deployment. 
Activities are expected to achieve TRL 4-5 by the end of the 
project. Activities may start at any TRL 

 Termen limită 
/Buget proiect/buget apel 

17 September 2026/4 mil Euros/8 mil.Euros 
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Prezentari apeluri: 
 Destination 1 “Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services” 

Destination 3 “Circular economy and bioeconomy sectors” 

 

Platforma networking parteneriate pentru Cluster 6 : 

 https://www.b2match.com/e/care4bio-2026/components/61814 

 

Sursa informatiilor: 

Horizon Europe Platform 

Horizon Europe Work programme 2026-2027  

9. Food, Boeconomy, Natural Resources, Agriculture and Environment 

 

 

Persoane de contact: 

Elena FELICE,  Șef  Serviciul Managementul Activităților de Cercetare Științifică, 

eradu@uaic.ro, Corp A, Rectorat, et. 2, cam. 13, Tel.: 0232 201024  

Diana LINA, administrator financiar Serviciul Managementul Activităților de Cercetare 

Științifică, diana.lina@uaic.ro, Cămin C5, cam.10, Tel.:0232 202560 

 

https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/circabc-ewpp/d/d/workspace/SpacesStore/1f629137-4ca8-4397-a24c-e3b50d0ba128/download
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/circabc-ewpp/d/d/workspace/SpacesStore/58638a8f-7c1c-453c-9170-ef4983b64573/download
https://www.b2match.com/e/care4bio-2026/components/61814
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/calls-for-proposals?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=relevance&keywords=HORIZON-CL6-2026&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502,31094503&programmePeriod=2021%20-%202027&frameworkProgramme=43108390
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/wp-call/2026-2027/wp-9-food-bioeconomy-natural-resources-agriculture-and-environment_horizon-2026-2027_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/wp-call/2026-2027/wp-9-food-bioeconomy-natural-resources-agriculture-and-environment_horizon-2026-2027_en.pdf

